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December 14, 2001 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


Hon. Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 


Sir: 


Enclosed herewith are a PTO-1449 and copies of references which is cited in the 
International Search Report dated September 9, 2000 in a corresponding foreign application 
for the Examiner's review. The German reference has an English language abstract attached 
for the Examiner's convenience. 

Applicants note that references WO 98/12891 and WO 98/59514 have identical U.S. 
counterparts, 09/254,969 and 09/469,839, respectively. Applicant encloses a copy of 
amended claims that were filed on August 5, 1999 in the 09/469,839 application for the 
Examiner's review. 

Consideration of the foregoing and the retunrof a copy of the PTO-1449 with the 
Examiner's initials in the left column per MPEP 609 are earnestly solicited. 


Respectfully submitted, 
PILLSBURY WINTHROP LLP 
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